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Harvard-Yenching Institute

The Harvard-Yenching Institute (HY1) was founded in 1928 with funding
provided solely from the estate of Charles M. Hall, the inventor of a process

for refining aluminum and the founder of the Aluminum Company of

America (ALCOA).

Charles Martin Hall

Although the Institute has close ties with Harvard University,
itis a legally and fiscally independent public charitable trust.
Mr. Hall's charge to the trustees of his estate was to
promote higher education in Asia and to that end the
trustees of his estate partnered with Harvard University in
order to fulfill the Harvard-Yenching Institute’s mission as
stated in its Articles of Incorporation, “to conduct and provide
research, instruction and publication in the culture of China
and/or elsewhere in Continental Asia and Japan and/or
Turkey and the Balkan States in Europe, by founding, de-
veloping, supporting, maintaining and/or conducting one or
more educational institutions and/or by supporting in whole
or in part, co-operating with or joining or affiliating with other
institutions now in existence or hereafter formed...”

In the 1930s, the Institute supported the development of
what became the Department of East Asian Languages and
Civilizations at Harvard and founded the Harvard-Yenching
Library as well as the Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies.
During the 1930s and 1940s, the Institute also provided
support directly to the Fukien, Lingnan, Nanjing, Shantung
Christian and West China Union Universities in China as well
as Allahabad Agricultural Institute in India.

Since its founding, HYI has
had seven directors, each
a member of the faculty of
Harvard University.

Serge Elisséeff
1930-1955

Edwin O. Reischauer
1955-1963

John Pelzel
1963-1975

Albert Craig
1975-1988

Patrick Hanan
1988-1996

TU Weiming
1996-2008

Elizabeth J. Perry
2008-
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Since the 1950s, the Institute’s core activity has been to
offer fellowships for overseas study and research to younger
doctoral and post-doctoral scholars at leading East and
Southeast Asian universities in all fields of the humanities
and social sciences. Although the Institute has a special
commitment to promoting the study of Asian culture, its sup-
port is not limited to that field. To date over 1000 faculty
from Asia have received Institute fellowships and over 300
doctoral students have received their degrees with Institute
support. In addition to providing fellowships, the Institute
supports publications through Harvard's Monograph Series
as well as overseas publications in Chinese and Vietnamese,
conferences, workshops and training programs.

The Harvard-Yenching Institute has a nine-member Board
of Directors, consisting of three each representing Harvard
University and the United Board for Christian Higher Educa-
tion in Asia, and three independent members with significant
experience in Asia. In addition, a HY| Faculty Advisory
Committee functions as an informal advisory group to the
Director, offering general advice on Institute operations and
academic directions.
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Harvard-Yenching
Library

Although as an organized library it dates back only to 1928,
the collection can trace its beginnings back to 1879, when
Chinese was first offered as part of Harvard University’s
regular curriculum. In that year a group of Bostonians engaged
in the China trade invited Ge Kunhua (X fE{l.), a Chinese
scholar from the city of Ningbo in Zhejiang Province, to give
instruction in Chinese at Harvard. The small collection of
books that was bought for his courses, the first acquisitions

in any East Asian language at the Harvard College Library,

marked the beginning of a Chinese collection.

HARVARD-YENCHING INSTITUTE

The Harvard-Yenching Library is the largest

university library for East Asian research
in the Western world.

A Japanese collection was similarly launched in 1914 when two Japanese professors,
Hattori Unokichi (IRif45%2 1) and Anesaki Masaharu (flilid 1E i), both of Tokyo Imperial
University, came to lecture at Harvard and donated several important groups of Japanese
publications on Sinology and Buddhism to the Harvard College Library. In 1928 these two
collections, then consisting of 4,526 volumes in Chinese and 1,668 volumes in Japanese,
were transferred from Widener Library to the newly established Chinese-Japanese Library of
the Harvard-Yenching Institute, which had itself been independently incorporated that year in
Massachusetts. Dr. A. Kaiming Ch'iu (ZB##H), a renowned bibliophile and then a Harvard
Ph.D. candidate, who had begun cataloging the collections a year before, was appointed
librarian of the Chinese-Japanese Library.

With financial support from the Harvard-Yenching Institute, the expert bibliographical knowledge
of Dr. Ch'iu, and the assistance of Yenching University Library in Peking, the library’s collections
grew rapidly. At the end of its first decade the library's holdings amounted to more than 110,000
volumes—18 times the original size. Although the library first collected only in Chinese and
Japanese, with the major emphasis on the humanities, subsequent expansion in Harvard's East
Asian curriculum led to a similar expansion in the library’s scope. Tibetan, Mongolian, and
Manchu publications were added, as were Western-language monographs and journals. A
Korean collection was inaugurated in 1951, and a Vietnamese collection was added in 1973.
Social science publications were given increased attention in the post-World War Il years, and
collecting in this area has been greatly accelerated since the mid-1960s. Thus, the once pre-
dominantly humanistic collection has gradually evolved into a research library that encompasses
East Asian materials in all of the academic disciplines, including, to some extent, the natural and
applied sciences.

In 1965 the name Chinese-Japanese Library of the Harvard-Yenching Institute was changed to
Harvard-Yenching Library in order to reflect more accurately the expanded nature of the library's
collections. The management of the library, which had been under the Harvard-Yenching Institute
from the beginning, was transferred in 1976 to the Harvard College Library.

Photograph by Peter Vandewarker, courtesy of Harvard College Library.
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Fellowship Programs
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The Harvard-Yenching Institute has several fellowship programs that bring

scholars from Asia to conduct research at Harvard University, to participate in HYI Fel |OWSh | p Prog rams

special training programs, or to attend graduate school at Harvard University

as well as other universities in the U.S. and abroad. Program  Length Stipend  Eligibility
Visiting 11 months Yes Applicant must be nominated by one of our partner
. s . Scholar institutions in Asia*
The Institute does not accept individual applications, and
cannot provide sponsorship for individuals who wish to come
to Harvard with their own funding. All of our scholars are Coordinate 3 to 9 months Yes Applicant must be nominated by, and must conduct
chosen through a competitive selection process. Several of Researcher research with, a Harvard faculty member; priority is given

s to invitees based at institutions in Asia
our programs are open only to individuals at one of our part-

ner institutions in Asia. Interested individuals should contact

their International or Foreign Affairs Office for information or Associate 3 months No Program is limited to past Yenching Institute grantees
to 1

to apply o | year
Visiting 1.5 years Yes Applicant must be nominated by one of our partner
Fellow institutions in Asia”

Our regularly updated website,

www.harvard-yenching.org, RSEA M.A. 2 years Yes Applicant must be nominated by a department in the

contains information about Graduate School of Arts and Sciences at Harvard.

application forms, deadlines and Nominees must be from Asia—US citizens and permanent

fellowship terms and conditions, residents are not eligible

along with profiles of current and

former HY/l-affiliated scholars. Doctoral 3.5 years Yes Applicant must be nominated by one of our partner
Scholar institutions in Asia”

6 *For a list of our partner institutions in Asia, please visit www.harvard-yenching.org/fellowship/partner-institutions. 7
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Research Programs

VISITING SCHOLAR

A program for younger faculty members
in the humanities and social sciences to
undertake research at Harvard University.
Those pursuing Asian post-doctoral and
comparative studies are especially
welcome.

Eligibility: Applicant must be nominated
by one of our partner institutions in Asia”
Length: 11 months

Stipend: Yes

COORDINATE RESEARCHER
A program in which Harvard faculty
members nominate a distinguished
scholar to work on a collaborative
research project in Asian Studies.

Eligibility: Applicant must be nominated
by, and must conduct joint research
with, a Harvard faculty member or senior
librarian. Priority is given to invitees
based at institutions in Asia.

Length: 3 to 9 months

Stipend: Yes

ASSOCIATE

A program exclusively for past HY!
affiliates to return to Harvard, with their
own funding, to conduct new or additional
research in their respective fields.

Eligibility: Program is limited to past
Yenching Institute grantees.
Length: 3 months to 1 year

Stipend: No

8  *For a list of our partner institutions in Asia, please visit www.harvard-yenching.org/fellowship/partner-institutions.

Graduate Student Programs

VISITING FELLOW

Ph.D. candidates in the humanities

and social sciences from our partner
universities in Asia come to Harvard for
1.5 years of dissertation research.

Eligibility: Applicant must be nominated
by one of our partner institutions in Asia’

Length: 1.5 years
Stipend: Yes

HYIl & REGIONAL STUDIES—

EAST ASIA

A grant supporting two years of course-
work and study in the RSEA Master's
Program at Harvard University, plus 1.5
more years if admitted to a Ph.D. program
at Harvard or other suitable university.

Eligibility: Applicant must be nominated

by a department in the Graduate School

of Arts and Sciences at Harvard. Nominees
must be from Asia—US citizens and
permanent residents are not eligible.
Length: 2 years

Stipend: Yes

DOCTORAL SCHOLAR

A grant supporting 3.5 years of overseas
Ph.D. coursework and study for junior
faculty at our partner institutions.
Candidates must apply directly to the
admission offices of the universities of
their choice. Previous grantees have
attended universities in the U.S, Europe
and Australia.

Eligibility: Applicant must be nominated
by one of our partner institutions in Asia’

Length: 3.5 years
Stipend: Yes
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Alumni Profiles

To date over a thousand faculty from Asia have received Institute fellowships
and over 300 doctoral scholars have received their degrees with Institute
support. Over the past several decades, HY| affiliates have organized alumni
conferences throughout East and Southeast Asia. Below are profiles of
several former HY! scholars and grantees.

HONG DOO-SEUNG

Seoul National University, Korea
Visiting Scholar, 1987-1988

Hong Doo-Seung is a professor of sociology at Seoul National University. He served as
president of the Korean Sociological Association in 2008. Dr. Hong's recent publications include
The Korean Middle Classes (Seoul National University Press, 2005) and Socioeconomic
Changes in North Korea (coauthored, Seoul National University Press, 2007). He is now
working on a monograph tentatively entitled “High Society, Low Society”
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MENG HUIYING

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, China
Visiting Scholar, 1991-1992

Dr. Meng Huiying is a professor at the Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology, Chinese Acad-
emy of Social Sciences. Her teaching areas include shamanism, anthropology of religion
and folklore, and her present research projects include “Shamanism of the World” and “The
Indigenous Religions and Cultures of China” She has published eleven books and over 120
papers, including Shamanism in the Northern Nationalities of China, A Study of the Manchu
Shaman’s Handbooks and Shamanism in the Yi nationality.

KITTI PRASERTSUK

Thammasat University, Thailand
Doctoral Scholar, 1996-2001

Dr. Prasertsuk is currently the Associate Dean for International Affairs at Thammasat University,
and in November 2008 organized a HY| Alum Thailand Seminar and networking party in
Bangkok. His recent publications include “Thailand in 2008 (Asian Survey, Jan./Feb. 2009) and
“Teaching International Relations in Thailand: Status and Prospect” (International Relations of
the Asia Pacific, 2009). Currently Dr. Prasertsuk is completing research on ‘Japan’s roles in
East Asian Regionalism!” Among his international activities, last year he gave talks in Egypt and
Kuwait, and this year will participate in the Korea-ASEAN Conference in Seoul along with
giving talks on Thai politics at Ludwig Maximilian University in Munich.

LE THI LIEN

Institute of Archaeology, Viethamese Academy of Social Sciences, Vietnam
Visiting Fellow, 1998-2000; Coordinate Researcher, 2006-2007

Dr. Le Thi Lien's recent studies focus on the iconography of Buddhist and Hindu art and the
ancient script on archaeological artifacts of the Oc Eo culture in southern Vietnam. She is also
interested in cultural exchanges and interaction in the early historical period between Vietnam,
Southeast Asia and the civilizations of India and China. Results of her research have been
presented at the Conference on Early Indian Influences in Southeast Asia: Reflections on
cross-cultural movements (Singapore, Nov. 2007); the International Conference on “Archaeol-
ogy of Vietnam—Laos—Cambodia: Towards Sustainable Cooperation” (Hanoi, December 2007);
the Fourth Worldwide Conference of the SEAA (Beijing, June 2008); and the Second Scientific
Conference on the Cat Tien site (Da Lat, December 2008). In 2008, working as a National
Officer for Culture in the UNESCO-Hanoi office, Dr. Le focused on the promotion of capacity
building in research, and the protection and development of cultural heritages in Vietnam.

10
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TAKAHIRO NAKAJIMA

University of Tokyo, Japan
Visiting Scholar, 2004-2005

Dr. Takahiro Nakajima has been working at the Center for Philosophy at the University of Tokyo
for several years, where his major research field is Chinese Philosophy. In 2007, he published
two books on Chinese Philosophy—The Chinese Turn in Philosophy, and The Reverberation
of Chinese Philosophy: Language and Politics. Currently, Dr. Nakajima is preparing to
publish a book on Zhuangzi. At the same time, he is interested in broadening his academic
focus to include Japanese Philosophy. In this regard, he has joined two projects—"Sourcebook
in Japanese Philosophy” at Nanzan University and “Key Texts of Japanese Philosophy’, run by
Vrin, a French publishing company.

MIKA MARUMOTO

Yonsei University, Korea
Visiting Fellow, 2006-2008

Mika Marumoto, a development consultant and former visiting fellow at the Harvard-Yenching
Institute, completed her dissertation The Road Not Yet Taken: North Korea's Economic
Transformation and the Role of China (Yonsei University 2007) based on research conducted
at Harvard. Related publications include “North Korea and the China Model” (Korea Economic
Institute 2008). Mika is currently managing a project evaluating statistical databases on North
Korea, drawing on the expertise of a range of practitioners in the United States, South Korea
and China. She has also been engaged in translation projects, covering topics including
individual accounts of World War Il experiences and post-war reconciliation.

XU PEI

Sichuan University, China
Visiting Fellow, 2006-2008

Xu Pei is currently a lecturer at the School of Literature and Journalism at Sichuan University,
specializing in visual cultural studies. The title of his doctoral dissertation is Image and
Modernity—A Studly of the Visual Culture in Chinese Modern Pictorials, 1884-1937. He is
currently working on a research project for the Ministry of Education in China which concerns
visual representation in the mass media of modern China. Dr. Xu has published three papers
during the last two years, including “Landscape and its Representation in Early Modern
Chinese Pictorials”

11
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Publications & Projects

HARVARD-YENCHING INSTITUTE

HJAS and HYI Monograph Series

HARVARD JOURNAL OF ASIATIC STUDIES

Founded in 1936 under the auspices of the Harvard-Yenching Institute,

the Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies (HJAS) has without interruption

pursued its mission to disseminate original, outstanding research and

book reviews on the humanities in Asia, focusing at present on the areas

of China, Japan, Korea, and Inner Asia. As scholarship has evolved, so

has this Journal, but always while holding constant its commitment

to serve authors and readers alike through the careful selection and

editing of its contents. A semi-annual publication appearing in June and

December, HJAS has institutional and individual subscribers in roughly HJAS Editor Joanna
forty countries. The Editor is Joanna Handlin Smith, author of The Art Handlin Smith
of Doing Good: Charity in Late Ming China.

For a complete run of back issues online, with a five-year moving wall, see JSTOR (wwwjstor.org).
Starting with Volume 69 (2009), issues are also available through Project MUSE (musejhu.edu).
For more information, please visit www.hjas.org.

HARVARD-YENCHING INSTITUTE MONOGRAPH SERIES

Overseen by the Asia Center Publications Program, the Harvard-Yenching Institute Monograph
Series consists of over 60 titles. Recent publications include The Sage Learning of Liu Zhi:
Islamic Thought in Confucian Terms, by Sachiko Murata, William C. Chittick and Tu Weiming,
with a foreward by Seyyed Hossein Nasr (2009); Lost Soul: “Confucianism” in Contemporary
Chinese Academic Discourse, by John Makeham (2008); and Beacon Fire and Shooting
Star: The Literary Culture of the Liang (502-577), by Xiaofei Tian.

For more information, please visit www.fas.harvard.edu/ ~asiactr/publications/pubs.htm

12

HYI Support for Publications

The Institute is a supporter of the following independently published journals and books in China:

CHINESE PUBLICATION SERIES

Title (English) Title (Chinese) Editor(s) Publication Frequency
SDX and HYI SRR AR N Sun Xiaolinand  Since 1997 6-8 titles
Academic Series Zeng Cheng per year
Yenching Journal Mt AT Xu Pingfang Since 1997 Biannual
China Scholarship v R B g Liu Dong Since 2000 Biannual
History of Chinese R PTES Chen Jing Since 2000 Quarterly
Philosophy

VIETNAMESE PUBLICATION SERIES

Responding to the urgent need for an interdisciplinary, high-quality, peer-reviewed and
independent academic publication in Vietnam, the Harvard-Yenching Institute now supports a
scholarly series that concentrates on various disciplines of the humanities and social sciences.
The first three-year plan of the series includes volumes on anthropology, literature, sociology,
history and archeology, philosophy and religion, and cultural studies. Six books (2 per year)
dedicated to these disciplines will be printed in Vietnamese. The first book in anthropology,
The Transformation of Religions and Religious Beliefs in Vietnam Today, came out in
November 2008.

13
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The Harvard-Yenching Institute is an independent
foundation dedicated to advancing higher education
in Asia in the humanities and social sciences, with

special attention to the study of Asian culture.

HARVARD-YENCHING INSTITUTE

Projects

SUPPORT FOR RESEARCH RESOURCES

The Harvard-Yenching Institute is committed to its tradition of serving as a resource for Asian
scholars. Therefore, in addition to its scholarship programs, the Institute regularly supports schol-
arly work, advanced training programs and conferences in Asia. These projects help to make
basic reference materials available to researchers and encourage further research in Asia.

Recent projects or events supported by the Institute include a series of conferences on Con-
fucianism in Vietnam, the Nanjing University-Harvard-Yenching Forum for Dialogue between
Chinese and Islamic Civilizations, and the Guodian Bamboo Strips project.

ADVANCED TRAINING PROGRAMS FOR FIELD DEVELOPMENT

The Advanced Training Program is a new initiative undertaken by the Harvard-Yenching Institute,
in which a small group of promising young Asian scholars in the humanities and social sciences
are selected and brought together at Harvard as visiting scholars or visiting fellows. They work
closely with eminent scholars at Harvard and other major universities in the United States, and
join academic activities organized by the academic community at large. The program aims to
increase scholars’ knowledge of new work in their field and to foster collaborative work as a
community. The first two years of this training program focus on Comparative Literature, led by
Professor Stephen Owen in the Department of East Asian Languages and Civilizations at
Harvard University.

Comparative and World Literature Training Program scholars with Professor
Stephen Owen

S103rodd




HARVARD-YENCHING INSTITUTE HARVARD-YENCHING INSTITUTE

Events
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Seminar Series and Conferences

CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

Each year the Harvard-Yenching Institute sponsors or co-sponsors conferences and work-
shops on the humanities and social sciences, with a particular focus on Asian culture, both at
Harvard and at academic institutions in Asia. Recent events at Harvard include The Chinese
Art of Enlivenment: A Symposium, Historical Dialogue and Reconciliation in East Asia: Recent
Practice and Future Prospects, and A Structured Conversation on the Humanities at Leading
East Asian Universities.

For the latest event listings, please visit our website, www.harvard-yenching.org

SEMINAR SERIES

In addition to holding conferences and workshops
open to the public, the Institute’s scholars regularly
run intra-Institute academic events, including
weekly seminars and lunchtime talks. Each scholar
is asked to lead one such event during his or her
stay. These seminars provide the opportunity for

holarl h d t demi !
communiy within he hsttte. HY| Scholar Life

LIFE IN BOSTON

Di . . While the focus of HYT's fellowship programs is on academic research, the programs also offer

irector Elizabeth J. Perry gives a lunch talk

for HYI scholars scholars the opportunity to become familiar with Cambridge and the city of Boston. To help
integrate scholars into the community at large, the Institute runs a series of social activities
each year, including a boat tour of Boston and trips to nearby cultural sites in New England. The
Institute also holds celebrations for many American and Asian holidays, including Halloween,
Thanksgiving, and the Lunar New Year.

Visiting scholars enjoy an autumn visit to Plimoth Plantation
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Contact Information

The Harvard-Yenching Institute’s offices are open
Monday through Friday, 9am to 5pPm, with the exception
of university holidays.

DIRECTOR’S OFFICE
2 Divinity Avenue, Cambridge, MA 02138

PROGRAMS OFFICE

Vanserg Hall, Suite 20, 25 Francis Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02138

Phone
617.495.4050

Fax
Programs Office
617.496.7206

Director's Office

\Website 617.495.7798

Launched in early 2009, the new Harvard-Yenching
Institute website covers all aspects of the Institute,
including profiles of current scholars and fellows,
fellowship program details and application forms,
events and photos and alumni information. Updated
on a weekly basis, the site is also a source for new
scholarship in Asia. Visit us on the web at
www.harvard-yenching.org.

HARVARD-YENCHING INSTITUTE
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Staff

Elizabeth J. Perry
Director

yenching@fas.harvard.edu

Susan S. Alpert
Assistant Director for Finance
and Administration

ssalpert@fas.harvard.edu

Ruohong Li
Assistant Director for
Programs and Planning

ruohong_li@harvard.edu

Nam Nguyen
Academic Program Manager
nguyen2@fas.harvard.edu

Elaine Witham
Activities Coordinator
witham@fas.harvard.edu

Lindsay Strogatz
Assistant to the Director

strogatz@fas.harvard.edu
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