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Abstract: These essays are the first drafts of the chapters for an autoethnographic fiction
titled Fustuno Maruchiringaru (An Ordinary Multilingual), scheduled for publication in 2027.
From June 2024 to February 2027, approximately 20 chapters, including a prologue and an
epilogue, are planned to be written in Japanese. The work is based on the author's personal
experiences and follows a character named Alice, born and raised in Japan, whose first
language is Japanese. The story portrays Alice’s everyday use of multiple languages. While
Japan is often misunderstood as a “monolingual society,” the work shows that it is, in fact, a
“multilingual society,” and it challenges the concepts of “ordinary” and “equality” in postwar
Japan from the perspective of language use. Themes such as diversity, coexistence, colonial
and wartime aggression, and the power of language are explored, with a narrative of
homeland loss and regeneration. The work encourages critical reflection on our
unawareness of the privilege of "Japanese" and "English" and the linguistic hierarchies we
live with, aiming to bring out the reader’s own “language stories.” Grounded in critical
metalinguistic awareness, it seeks to explore the possibilities of creating a socially just
world. In order to prepare for the publication of a future English edition and to explore the
impossibility of translation, English translations of all chapters are included.

Keywords: Multilingual Japan, Language Use, Being Ordinary/Normal and Egalitarianism,
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Autoethnographic Fiction: Alice's Adventures in Multilingual Japan

Institute for Advanced Studies on Asia, The University of Tokyo
Waka Aoyama

2 Yabuki: Don’t let stray dogs eat you

Be quiet in the forest

When [ was three years old, my father was riding a large tractor in Yabuki.

[ was about three years old when we moved to Yabuki. | remember walking along the rice
paddies, clinging to the side of the baby carriage pushed by my mother for my younger
brother. I remember this science as if | were living in a deep forest. The trees were so tall
that all I could see were their roots, but there were ferns spreading their leaves rhythmically
and mosses glistening so thickly that I felt as if [ were being sucked in. The smell of the plants
and soil was heightened by the rain, and I couldn't help but talk to every life around me.

Ferns told me to be quiet so that [ would not be eaten by stray dogs.

Until my brother was able to walk by himself, [ was sent out to play in the forest by myself
all the time. Wearing a yellow hat and yellow boots, [ would run as fast as I could along the
narrow paths, or march along the paths, weaving my way through the vegetation, and
when I found a small space, | would raise my head, open my arms, and spin in circles,
sometimes stopping suddenly in surprise at a bright orange lily in bloom. Whenever I got
caught moving around, the silence of the forest would gently envelop me. The sound of the
wind, the murmur of the stream, the chirping of birds, the cicadas and crickets, the croaking
of frogs, and the footsteps of deer and raccoons. In these moments, the ferns silently watch

over me.

In the forest, [ would often run into a group of young men, wearing matching sturdy-looking
jackets and sturdy-looking boots, who were resting and drinking tea. They were my father's
"students," and when they saw me, they would ask, "Hello, Alice, have you met a rabbit?” I
always responded in the same casual manner my father had taught me: "Are you talking
about the white hare, the March hare, or the Peter Cottontail? ” In truth, the only wild rabbit
[ had ever encountered was the Japanese hare. I could not talk to them because they were

too busy hopping around.



After finishing their tea, the "students" took a pencil and a sketchbook and made a quick
sketch of the surrounding scenery, then looked at the ground and at the mountains and trees
in the distance with the help of a toy-like telescope, a string that stretches and shrinks, a
machine that looks like a magic light, and other hard-looking objects, and made numbers in
their notebooks. The grass, trees, and small flowers growing underfoot are white, pale, and
still, lest they be accidentally mowed down by the students. Ferns whisper in my ear. It's

called surveying, Alice. They measure the shape and size of places for mapping and building.

Our forest was in a "Vocational Engineering Training School" where my father and his

colleagues as instructors would train "mid-level engineers".

Let the Big Bird take you away

The other forest was in the TV. There was a "music room" in front of Grandpa's greenhouse,
but there were only guitars and clarinets, and instead there were many records, a record
player, and a TV on a stand. The TV was usually off, but twice a day, Mom would turn it on
and show me an English program called "Sesame Street”. She was not very good at English,
so she would make sure [ was sitting properly on the couch, and then she would disappear.
Sometimes my father would come and sit beside me and watch with me. But most of the

time, [ was immersed in the show by myself.

In this forest I met a variety of creatures. My favorites were Oscar the Grouch, a very grumpy
but warm looking creature, and Big Bird, a big yellow bird. Oscar lived in a garbage can.
When Ernie and Bert would knock on the can and say, "Hello, what are you doing?" He would
immediately say something like, "Well, you know, | have a mat that says [ don't welcome
people in my house,” or, "I'm having friends over, so we're making a bigger mess than usual
and cooking an outrageously good dinner. It smells so bad, doesn't it? "I wanted to go to

Oscar's house and jump in the can with him.

The words "Flying, Flying, Flying" fly on a light beat with birds flying in the sky. When the
children are swimming in the pool, something is chasing them. I thought it was a shark, but
it was the letter F with the words "Fish, Fish, Fish" all over its body. I was relieved, along
with the children on the screen, to see that it was a letter F. A cloud floating in the distance
blows hard on the sailboat with the letters F~F~F~F~F~F~, causing its sails to puff up and

run. It does the same to a bird that comes near, and the bird is chased away. The clouds that



had drifted away eventually found a windmill, and when they did the same, the windmill

began to spin. I also blow on the flowers in the greenhouse with an "F".

[ always wondered why Big Bird, Oscar, and ElImo's mouths opened wide when they spoke.
[ could see that they moved their mouths to speak, but I wondered why they moved their
mouths so much. When I moved my mouth like that, air came out of the bottom of my
stomach, my fingertips got warm, and I felt like I was changing. Sometimes a character
named Linda would appear on the screen, and she wouldn't move her mouth or make any
noise when she spoke, but she would move her hands, her face, her head, and sometimes
her whole body to talk about different things. It was a language you could see with your eyes

(sign language).

Munich, Munich, Munich

One day, a large doll came into the "music room”. She wore a puffy dark green skirt, a
bright green apron with a ribbon tied across her waist, and white high socks. Her tight-fitting
short-sleeved blouse and vest both had deep collars and were ruffled. As I stood there
blankly, the doll approached me, hugged me, and said, "Alice, it's me, Akko-chan.” I don't
know who she is. I was only two years old or younger when Akko-chan left for Germany to
study. She was wearing thick glasses, and when the sun's rays came through the window,

they made the light particles dance on the lens of her glasses.

From that day on, they started playing records of songs that were so different from Sesame
Street songs that one could not helpbutjump up and down and spinin circles as if
jumping over mountains and valleys, their voices going high and low at such a rapid pace.
d—lu—luobk— FebFyvT4¥hd— I—Lu—Luk¥ FJe7)a—|

Wow, it’s fun, fun, fun! One day, while spinning around like a top, I spun around the table
even more and finally broke through the glass window between the music room and
grandpa's greenhouse, and was caught by a cactus growing there and saved. There was a big

commotion.

Alice, Munich was a very beautiful and interesting place.
My favorite castle was Nymphenburg Castle.

It's a lovely place, like something out of a fairy tale.
They have a big garden and lots of flowers.

Inside the castle, there are shining chandeliers and the rooms are very luxurious.
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Then there was a large park called the English Garden.

Picnics and boat rides with friends.

[ once went there alone and had a relaxing ice cream near the river.
Also, Munich has a big festival.

Also, Munich has this......

Also, Munich has that......

In the book Akko-chan brought back from Germany, there were many pictures showing how
the human body works, and I could see many important places on the body, what shapes
and colors they have, how they are connected, as if | were exploring the inside of the body. |
could look at them forever. Sometimes I felt strange and weird that there were so many
unknown places in my body and that I could never go there myself. Especially the letters
scattered around were incomprehensible to me, even though [ seemed to understand them.

Akko-chan never read them to me.

The Ferns Speak

Imagine,
200 million years, long before the time of the dinosaurs,

We were growing on the earth.

Rooted in the soil,
We are here so that the earth won't be washed away by the rain,

The creatures in the soil are also carefully protected.

Nutrients accumulate in the earth,
Moss, mushrooms, small trees, and flowers,

We can live together in a lively atmosphere.

Alice,
The tractor that Dad rides,

It is too heavy for us.
Even though the earth does not allow it

What does it mean to cultivate the earth?

The flow of air and water in the soil is destroyed.

11



Alice,
We are crushed.

You will be crushed, too.

It cannot be seen,
It cannot be heard,

[t cannot be touched.

When you become thirty-four years old,
Your twenty-six years old cousin takes her own life,

Not knowing the meaning of life.

Your cousin was far away from the forest.
Your cousin was kept away from the forest.

We wonder if her soul could return to the forest as a butterfly.

This is what will happen to a daughter of your aunt,
Who gently strokes your head, and

Who forever immersed in memories of Munich.

Under the spreading banana tree

Unya, let me say it one more time.

Okay, deja que yo dice otra vez .2

When [ was three years old, my father was riding a large tractor in Yabuki.

Sa dihang lima pa ako ka tuig, nagmaneho akong papa og dako nga traktora sa Yabuki.

[ liked my dad, but I didn't really like the tractor. It never seemed to blend in with the forest
landscape, and it was so hard that it did not seem to decay into the soil like a fallen leaf, so
it did not seem to speak the same language as the creatures in the soil. The tractor might

have seemed lonely, but I could not play with it. As [ turned away from the road where the

2 Chavacano (Chavacano). A creole language of Malay and Spanish origin. Here, we are
particularly interested in the one spoken in and around Zamboanga City in southwestern

Mindanao, Philippines.
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tractor was running, I found a field where Grandpa and Grandma were growing vegetables.
They dug out the soil, planted seeds and seedlings, watered the plants, and said, "Our babies,

sweet babies.”

One day, when I was in the field, she told me that we were going to “Hawaii”. [ was very
excited and asked Akko-chan where Hawaii was. She pulled out a globe and told me that it
was an island in the middle of the vast ocean, and that it was one of the many states in the
country called "America”. I wondered if we were going by plane, flying, flying, flying, but to
my surprise, we were driving to "Hawaii" as a family. My mother told me that there was a
coal mine in Fukushima, just like the ones my grandfather had worked at in Karafuto and
Ashibetsu, but that it had closed, so they had built this place so that everyone would be
alright with new jobs and people would come and have fun. Even after the mine’s closure,

hot springs continue to emerge in the area.

Growing up in a secluded forest watched over by ferns, my ears and eyes ached when I saw
so many people swimming in the big pool or dancing on the stage, but [ was happy when
they put yellow paper leis on me. I was thrilled to be able to take a bath in a small golden
bathtub with my father and brother. Above all, I was relieved to see that there were many
plants here as well. The palm trees, which we had never seen before in Yabuki, were very
tall, with their long, straight bodies reaching skyward, and large leaves spreading out at the
top. There were so many people gathered at the bottom of the big banana tree that I could

not get close to it.

After returning to Yabuki, I kept wondering about "Hawaii" for a while. When I asked Akko-
chan again, she brought out a map of Japan and said, "It's in Joban, here. When I asked the
ferns what she meant and where "Hawaii" was, they told me, "Alice, one day when you are a
"koko ichinensei", you cannot jump rope in PE and they will make you stay after school, and
then you will get on a plane and leave for Honolulu by yourself. But what does "koko
ichinensei"® mean? The ferns say, "Go home before dark, be quiet, and don't let the stray

dogs eat you.

3 “Koko ichinensei” refers to a first-year high school student in Japan.

13



	AOYAMA-Waka_Autoethnographic Fiction cover page
	AOYAMA Waka_The Life of Michiko Aoyama_cover page 2023

	AOYAMA Waka_Autoethnigraphic Fiction Alices Adventures in Multilingual Japan ABSTRACT for entire series
	Aoyama Waka_Autoethnographic Fiction Alice's Adventures in Multilingual Japan Chapter 2



