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Abstract

The paper examines the formation of the metropolitan area covering one
prefecture (Zhou or Fu) and its development into a larger metropolitan area covering
several prefectures in the former Tang dynasty and the Northern Song dynasty. It
also compares the features of the metropolitan systems and measures in both periods.
It reveals the inheritance and transformation of the Tang metropolitan system to meet
the need for centralized rule of the Unified Empire of the Northern Song dynasty.
The development of the metropolitan system in the Tang and Song dynasties was
largely consistent, with minor differences. It set an important precedent for the

evolution of the metropolitan system in later generations.
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